Papal Basilicas Tour
Scritto da Limo Car in Rome

This tour is taylored to visit the main basilicas: Papal Basilica of St. John Lateran, Papal Basilica
Saint Mary Major, Papal Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls, St. Peter's Basilica, Papal
Basilica of Saint Lawrence outside the Walls.

Many tourists to Rome, both Catholics and non-Catholics, know very little about the papal
basilicas outside of St. Peter’s. While St. Peter’s is the “mother church,” three others – San
Paolo Fuori Le Mura, San Giovanni in Laterano, and Santa Maria Maggiore – make up
Catholicism’s patriarchal basilicas. Each of the four have a “holy door,” opened once every 25
years during a Roman Jubilee, and have significance dating back to when the Catholic realm
extended to Antioch and Constantinople.
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Basilica of St. John Lateran

The Papal Archbasilica of St. John Lateran (Italian: Arcibasilica Papale di San Giovanni in
Laterano) is the cathedral of the Church of Rome, Italy, and the official ecclesiastical seat of the
Bishop of Rome, who is the Pope. Officially named Archibasilica Sanctissimi Salvatoris et
Sancti Iohannes Baptista et Evangelista in Laterano (English: Archbasilica of the Most Holy
Saviour and Sts. John the Baptist and the Evangelist at the Lateran", Italian: Arcibasilica del
Santissimo Salvatore e Santi Giovanni Battista ed Evangelista in Laterano), it is the oldest and
ranks first among the four Papal Basilicas or major basilicas of Rome (having the cathedra of
the Bishop of Rome). It claims the title of ecumenical mother church (mother church of the
whole inhabited world) among Roman Catholics. The current archpriest of St. John Lateran is
Agostino Vallini, Cardinal Vicar General for the Diocese of Rome. The President of the French
Republic, currently Nicolas Sarkozy, is ex officio the "first and only honorary canon" of the
basilica, a title inherited from the Kings of France, who have held it since Henry IV.history, and
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since the 7th century, the Pantheon has been used as a Roman Catholic church dedicated to
"St. Mary and the Martyrs" but informally known as "Santa Maria Rotonda."

Basilica Saint Mary Major

The Papal Basilica of Saint Mary Major (Italian: Basilica Papale di Santa Maria Maggiore, Latin:
Basilica Sanctae Mariae Majoris ad Nives), is an ancient Roman Catholic Marian basilica of
Rome. It is one of the four major or four papal basilicas, which, together with St. Lawrence
outside the Walls, were formerly referred to as the five "patriarchal basilicas" of Rome,
associated with the five ancient patriarchal sees of Christendom (see Pentarchy). The other
three papal or major basilicas are St. John Lateran, St. Peter and St. Paul outside the Walls.
The Liberian Basilica (another title for the church) is one of the tituli, presided over by a
patron—in this case Pope Liberius—that housed the major congregations of early Christians in
Rome. Santa Maria Maggiore is the only Roman basilica that retained the core of its original
structure, left intact despite several additional construction projects and damage from the
earthquake of 1348. Pope Liberius commissioned circa 360 the construction of the Liberian
Basilica on the summit of the Esquiline Hill. According to the founding legend, which cannot be
traced further back than the thirteenth century, the pope wanted a shrine built at the site where
an apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared in identical dreams shared by a local
patrician Giovanni Patrizio and his wife and by the pope. According to tradition, the outline of
the church was physically laid out on the ground of the nobleman's property by Liberius himself
under a miraculous but predicted snowfall that took place on the night of 4–5 August 352 (or
358).

Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls

The Papal Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls (Italian: Basilica Papale di San Paolo fuori le
Mura), commonly known as St Paul's Outside the Walls, is one of four churches that are the
great ancient major basilicas or papal basilicas of Rome: the basilicas of St. John Lateran, St.
Mary Major, and St. Peter's and Saint Paul Outside the Walls. Archbishop Francesco Monterisi,
named in 2009, is the current archpriest of this basilica. The basilica was founded by the
Roman Emperor Constantine I over the burial place of Saint Paul, where it was said that, after
the Apostle's execution, his followers erected a memorial, called a cella memoriae. This first
edifice was expanded under Valentinian I, in the 370s.
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St. Peter's Basilica

The Papal Basilica of Saint Peter (Latin: Basilica Sancti Petri), officially known in Italian as the
Basilica Papale di San Pietro in Vaticano and commonly known as St. Peter's Basilica, is a Late
Renaissance church located within the Vatican City. St. Peter's Basilica has the largest interior
of any Christian church in the world, holding 60,000 people. It is regarded as one of the holiest
Christian sites. It has been described as "holding a unique position in the Christian world" and
as "the greatest of all churches of Christendom".

Papal Basilica of Saint Lawrence outside the Walls

The Papal Basilica of Saint Lawrence outside the Walls (Italian: Basilica Papale di San Lorenzo
fuori le Mura) is a Roman Catholic parish church and minor basilica, located in Rome, Italy. The
basilica is one of the Seven Pilgrim Churches of Rome and one of the five Patriarchal basilica,
each of which is assigned to a patriarchate. St. Lawrence outside the Walls is assigned to the
Patriarchate of Jerusalem. The papal basilica is the shrine tomb of the church's namesake,
Saint Lawrence, one of the first seven deacons of Rome martyred in 258. Pope Pius IX,
awaiting canonization into sainthood, is also buried at the basilica.
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