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This tour is taylored to discover the baroque in Rome:  Church of Saint Andrew's at the
Quirinal, Church of Saint Charles at the Four Fountains, Church of Saint Ignatius of Loyola at
Campus Martius, Church of the Gesu, Sant'Andrea della Valle, Sant'Ivo alla Sapienza, Santa
Teresa's Estasy, Navona Square. 

  

During the 17th & 18th centuries Rome was the throbbing heart of European art life, achieving
such an importance as an artistic crossroad that it more than rivaled the level Paris reached at
the end of the 19th century. The protagonists of the Baroque movement in Rome, Bernini &
Borromini, will be discussed throughout the tour that incorporates some of their finest works.
Visit a small church where you'll see a fine example of the pyrotechnic display Baroque artists
could perform, to continue to get acquainted with two different genial interpretations of this style
given in S. Carlino by Borromini and in S. Andrea by Bernini. Then, visit "Il Gesu", the first
Baroque church erected in Rome which features the most representative frescoed vault of this
period. After having enjoyed the aerial solution Borromini gave to his dome in S. Ivo, we'll end at
S. Andrea della Valle which will present to us a more courtly version of the Baroque style.

        #  Destination  Minivan
(max 4 Px)  Minivan
(max 6 Px)  Minibus
(max 8 Px)  
    04   Rome  - Tour of barroque ( 4 hours )
 Euro 160,00
 Euro 170,00
 Euro 180,00
 
      

      Church of Saint Andrew's at the Quirinal
  

The Church of Saint Andrew's at the Quirinal (Italian: Sant'Andrea al Quirinale, Latin: S.
Andreae in Quirinali) is a Roman Catholic titular church in Rome, built for of the Jesuit seminary
on the Quirinal Hill. The church of Sant'Andrea, an important example of Roman Baroque
architecture, was designed by Gian Lorenzo Bernini with Giovanni de'Rossi. Bernini received
the commission in 1658 and the church was constructed by 1661, although the interior
decoration was not finished until 1670.
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  Church of Saint Charles at the Four Fountains
  

The Church of Saint Charles at the Four Fountains (Italian: Chiesa di San Carlo alle Quattro
Fontane also called San Carlino) is a Roman Catholic church in Rome, designed by the
architect Francesco Borromini (1599-1667) and was his first independent commission. It is an
iconic masterpiece of Baroque architecture, built as part of a complex of monastic buildings on
the Quirinal Hill for the Spanish Trinitarians, an order dedicated to the freeing of Christian
slaves. He received the commission in 1634, under the patronage of Cardinal Francesco
Barberini, whose palace was across the road. However, this financial backing did not last and
subsequently the building project suffered various financial difficulties. It is one of at least three
churches in Rome dedicated to San Carlo, including San Carlo ai Catinari and San Carlo al
Corso.

  

The site for the new church and its monastery was at the south-west corner of the "Quattro
Fontane" which refers to the four corner fountains set on the oblique at the intersection of two
roads, the Strada Pia and the Strada Felice. Bernini's oval church of Sant'Andrea al Quirinale
would later be built further along the Strada Pia.

  Church of Saint Ignatius of Loyola at Campus Martius
  

The Church of Saint Ignatius of Loyola at Campus Martius (Italian: Chiesa di Sant'Ignazio di
Loyola a Campo Marzio, Latin: S. Ignatii de Loyola in Campo Martio) is Roman Catholic titular
church dedicated to Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuit order, located in Rome, Italy.
Built in Baroque style between 1626 and 1650, the church functioned originally as Rectory
church to the adjacent Collegio Romano, that moved in 1584 to a new larger building and
became the Pontifical Gregorian University. The Cardinal Deacon of the Titulus S. Ignatii de
Loyola in Campo Martio is Roberto Tucci.
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  Church of the Gesu
  

The Church of the Gesù (Italian: Chiesa del Gesù ; Italian pronunciation: [dʒeˈzu]) is the mother
church of the Society of Jesus, a Roman Catholic religious order also known as the Jesuits.
Officially named Chiesa del Santissimo Nome di Gesù all'Argentina (English: Church of the
Most Holy Name of Jesus), its facade is "the first truly baroque façade", introducing the baroque
style into architecture. The church served as model for innumerable Jesuit churches all over the
world, especially in the Americas. The Church of the Gesù is located in the Piazza del Gesù in
Rome.  Although Michelangelo, at the request of the Spanish cardinal Bartolomeo de la Cueva,
offered, out of devotion, to design the church for free, the endeavor was funded by Cardinal
Alessandro Farnese, grandson of Pope Paul III, the pope who had authorized the founding of
the Society of Jesus. Ultimately, the main architects involved in the construction were Giacomo
Barozzi da Vignola, architect of the Farnese family, and Giacomo della Porta. The church was
built on the same spot as the previous church Santa Maria della Strada, where Saint Ignatius of
Loyola had once prayed to an image of the Holy Virgin. This image, now adorned with gems,
can be seen in the church in the chapel of Ignatius on the right side of the altar.

  Piazza Navona
  

Piazza Navona is a city square in Rome, Italy. It is built on the site of the Stadium of Domitian,
built in first century AD, and follows the form of the open space of the stadium.  The ancient
Romans came there to watch the agones ("games"), and hence it was known as 'Circus
Agonalis' (competition arena). It is believed that over time the name changed to 'in agone' to
'navone' and eventually to 'navona'. Defined as a public space in the last years of 15th century,
when the city market was transferred to it from the Campidoglio, the Piazza Navona is a
significant example of Baroque Roman architecture and art. It features sculptural and
architectural creations: in the center stands the famous Fontana dei Quattro Fiumi or Fountain
of the Four Rivers (1651) by Gian Lorenzo Bernini; the church of Sant'Agnese in Agone by
Francesco Borromini and Girolamo Rainaldi; and the Pamphilj palace also by Rainaldi and
which features the gallery frescoed by Pietro da Cortona.

  

The Piazza Navona has two additional fountains: at the southern end is the Fontana del Moro
with a basin and four Tritons sculpted by Giacomo della Porta (1575) to which, in 1673, Bernini
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added a statue of a Moor, or African, by Bernini, wrestling with a dolphin, at the northern is the
Fountain of Neptune (1574) created by Giacomo della Porta. The statue of Neptune in the
northern fountain, the work of Antonio Della Bitta, was added in 1878 to make that fountain
more symmetrical with La Fontana del Moro in the south. At the southwest end of the piazza is
the ancient 'speaking' statue of Pasquino. Erected in 1501, Romans could leave lampoons or
derogatory social commentary attached to the statue. During its history, the piazza has hosted
theatrical events and other ephemeral activities. From 1652 until 1866, when the festival was
suppressed, it was flooded on every Saturday and Sunday in August in elaborate celebrations
of the Pamphilj family. The pavement level was raised in the 19th century and the market was
moved again in 1869 to the nearby Campo de' Fiori. A Christmas market is held in the piazza.

  

Other monuments on the Piazza Navona are:

    
    -  Stabilimenti Spagnoli  
    -  Palazzo de Cupis  
    -  Palazzo Torres Massimo Lancellotti  
    -  Church of Nostra Signora del Sacro Cuore  
    -  Palazzo Braschi, the civic museum of Rome   
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